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Introduction: 

Access to the internet via a high-speed connection, also known as broadband, is not a luxury 
but rather a fundamental requirement for human and economic development in both developed and 
developing nations. It provides increased opportunities for women's empowerment and environmental 
sustainability, is a potent tool for the delivery of essential services like education and healthcare, and 
contributes to increased government transparency and accountability. Additionally, it contributes to 
the social development of communities, as well as the larger global context. 

Expanding broadband access to all is the challenge. In contrast to the approximately 80% of 
people living in advanced economies, only 35% of the population in developing nations has access to 
the Internet. New wireless technologies have made it simpler to build smart infrastructure on top of 
broadband, such as Intelligent Transportation Systems and Smart Electric Grids. It has the ability to 
contribute to the development of employment skills and the creation of jobs in engineering, 
information and communication technology (ICT), and other disciplines, which are critical steps 
toward decreasing poverty and generating shared prosperity. 

Expanding broadband access is a challenge particularly in rural areas. Even though "digital 
divides" in access exist across countries and regions, these divides within countries disproportionately 
affect poor and rural communities. 

The Issue: 

Definition of Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 

The least developed countries (LDCs) comprise the 47 nations that suffer from severe structural 
impediments to sustainable development. They are highly vulnerable to economic and environmental 
shocks and endure low life expectancy, poor education, and meagre per capita incomes. In 2016, 
LDCs had a combined population of 979 million people, or 13% of the world's population. 

Despite the fact that the 47 LDCs face similar development challenges and share many 
similarities, there are significant differences within the LDC group, particularly in terms of 
population, geography, and economic development. The deployment of terrestrial communication 
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infrastructure is hampered by the fact that some LDCs are extremely rural and others have vast, 
sparsely populated land areas. 
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Importance of Connectivity 

High-speed internet connectivity is essential for trade, education, healthcare, agriculture, and 
other industries, and it can significantly contribute to economic growth. It is a potent tool that 
enhances government transparency and accountability and provides more opportunities for women's 
empowerment and environmental sustainability. Additionally, it contributes to the social development 
of communities, as well as the larger global context. New wireless technologies have made it easier 
for smart infrastructure, such as Intelligent Transportation Systems and Smart Electric Grids, to be 
built on top of broadband. It has the potential to aid in the development of job skills and the creation 
of jobs in engineering, information and communication technology (ICT), and other fields—important 
steps toward reducing poverty and fostering shared prosperity. 

Additionally, online outsourcing platforms, which are anticipated to generate billions of dollars 
in revenue and create millions of jobs in the coming years, can make task-based work more accessible 
to a wider audience through broadband. From the current 35%, increasing Internet access to 75% of 
the population in all developing nations would result in the creation of over 140 million new jobs and 
a GDP increase of up to US$2 trillion. In addition, broadband can help expand the reach of task-based 
work through online outsourcing platforms, which are projected to provide millions of jobs and 
billions of dollars in revenue over the coming years. Raising Internet penetration to 75 percent of the 
population in all developing countries (from the current level of approximately 35 percent) would add 
as much as US$2 trillion to their collective gross domestic product (GDP) and create more than 140 
million jobs around the world. 

The digital divide: Impacts on Inequality 

The digital divide is more like a chasm, both within and between countries. The highest Internet 
access rates are found in advanced economies like the United States, France, Germany, the United 
Kingdom, and Canada. The proportion of people who use the Internet in large emerging economies 
varies widely, from approximately two-thirds in Brazil and Mexico to approximately one-third in 
India. Despite being world leaders in mobile money transactions, countries in sub-Saharan Africa, 
followed by many in emerging and developing economies in Asia, are among those with the lowest 
Internet access.  

The lack of universal and affordable access to the Internet may widen income inequality within 
and between countries. 
• Within countries. Even in advanced economies, income inequality and opportunity inequality 

may worsen because disadvantaged groups and rural residents have less access to the Internet. 
Where there is a gender gap in Internet access, the gap between men and women in labor force 
participation, wages, and financial services may widen. In many emerging and developing 
nations, where women own fewer mobile phones than men, this may be the case. 

• Between countries. In developing and emerging nations, productivity may suffer as a result of 
the limited Internet access. According to IMF research, sub-Saharan Africa's per capita growth 
increases by 0.1–0.4 percentage points for every one percentage point increase in Internet use. 
The COVID-19 pandemic demonstrates that, despite lockdowns, some businesses are able to 
continue operating thanks to dependable Internet, which keeps economies running. 
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Key Events 

Several initiatives, both public and private, have been launched to address the issue, such as the 
United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and private sector investment in 
infrastructure projects. 
  
• In 2010, the ITU and UNESCO-led Broadband Commission for Digital Development identified 

four specific ICT targets to raise awareness of the significance of broadband for achieving 
international development goals: broadband plans, costs, connectivity, and usage. The goal of Target 
2 is to make broadband affordable: According to the Broadband Commission for Sustainable 
Development (2015), "by 2015, adequate regulation and market forces should make entrylevel 
broadband services affordable (less than 5% of average monthly income)." This goal had been met 
by the end of 2015 in all 83 developed and 83 developing nations, but only in 5 LDCs. The Fourth 
UN Conference on the LDCs adopted the Istanbul Programme of Action 2011-2020, which places 
ICT on par with water, electricity, and transportation as an infrastructure priority. 

• The international community is obligated to "significantly increase access to information and 
communications technology and strive to provide universal and affordable access to the Internet in 
least developed countries by 2020," as stated in Target 9.c of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, which was established in September 2015. “significantly increase access to 
information and communications technology and strive to provide universal and affordable access 
to the Internet in least developed countries by 2020,” is the commitment of SDG Target 9.c. 

• 61% of people living in LDCs had access to a mobile broadband network by the end of 2016. The 
percentage of the population in LDCs that is able to receive a 2G signal increased from 67% in 2010 
to 88% in 2016 as the tracking indicator for SDG Target 9.c. 61% of the population had access to 
3G mobile broadband services in the same year that all LDCs launched 3G mobile broadband 
networks. 
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• However, the prospects for widespread Internet use by 2020 remain dim. Less than a quarter of the 
LDCs' population will be online at the current rate of growth. The fact that coverage and 
affordability will not grow at the same rate as the ability to use the Internet is a major reason. 
Internet use necessitates human skill development in addition to infrastructure and affordability. 
Gross secondary education enrollment is a significant proxy for Internet use, according to this 
report. This is because the population of LDCs is young; The majority of Internet users in many of 
these nations are under the age of 25, with secondary school students or recent graduates accounting 
for the majority of young Internet users. It is anticipated that secondary school enrollment will only 
increase by two percentage points in 2020 compared to 2016. 

Challenges and Impediments  

• Infrastructure Deficit: Developing countries often lack the necessary infrastructure for high-
speed internet, including fiber optic cables, data centers, and cellular towers. 

• Availability of content: Content in the appropriate language also affects the diffusion of the 
Internet. After all if you cannot find content in your language and you do not read other 
languages, how can you use the internet? According to research by the Internet Society, more 
than 80% of web pages are in English, though only 57% of Internet users have English as their 
first language.  

• Cost: The high cost of deploying and maintaining internet infrastructure poses a significant 
barrier to implementation in developing countries. Isers around the world are unanimous in 
finding the price of Internet access to be a major constraint. Internet access prices can be broken 
down into three components: hardware/software, Internet access provision and telephone service 
charges. In relative terms, the costs to get connecte are much higher in developing countries. 

• Digital Literacy: Promoting digital literacy and skills development among populations in 
developing countries is crucial for effective utilization of the internet. 

• Regulatory Framework: Ensuring an enabling regulatory environment that incentivizes 
investment and competition while protecting consumers' rights is essential. 

Possible Solutions 

• Public-Private Partnerships: Encouraging collaborations between governments, international 
organizations, and the private sector can accelerate infrastructure development and investment. 

• Incentives and Subsidies: Governments could provide incentives, subsidies, and tax breaks to 
attract private sector investment and reduce infrastructure costs. 

• Technology Transfer: Developed countries and international organizations can facilitate 
technology transfer to assist in the development of local capabilities for internet infrastructure 
deployment. 

• Capacity Building: Promoting digital literacy programs, training initiatives, and educational 
campaigns can enhance the skills necessary to effectively utilize high-speed internet. 

• Policy Reforms: Governments should adopt supportive policies and regulatory frameworks that 
encourage competition, protect consumers, and promote innovation in the internet sector. 
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• Gender: In a number of LDCs, there are large gender gaps in Internet usage. These must be 
addressed and can be reduced by increasing gender parity in schools, establishing gender-
friendly public Internet access and training venues, and empowering women and girls by 
recognizing and promoting the image of women as an essential part of the digital economy. 

• Competition: A healthy and competitive market is key for spreading coverage and making prices 
affordable. All but five LDCs (Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kiribati, and Tuvalu) now have 
competition in the mobile broadband market. 

Conclusion 

Addressing the question of providing high-speed internet to developing countries requires a 
multi-stakeholder approach, involving governments, international organizations, the private sector, 
and civil society. By implementing the solutions mentioned above and promoting collaboration, it is 
possible to bridge the digital divide and ensure sustainable development globally. 



The Question of Providing High-Speed Internet to Developing Countries

Bibliography 

1. Connectivity in the Least Developed Countries: Status report 2021 | Office of the High 
Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small 
Island Developing States. (n.d.). https://www.un.org/ohrlls/news/connectivity-least-developed-
countries-status-report-21 

2. International Telecommunication Union. (n.d.). ICTs, LDCs and the SDGs Achieving universal and 
affordable Internet in the least developed countries. ITU. 

3. Low internet access driving inequality. (2020, June 29). IMF. https://www.imf.org/en/Blogs/
Articles/2020/06/29/low-internet-access-driving-inequality 

4. the International Telecommunication Union. (2017). CHAPTER 5  SPANNING THE INTERNET 
DIVIDE TO DRIVE DEVELOPMENT. OECD, WTO, AID FOR TRADE AT A GLANCE 2017: 
PROMOTING TRADE, INCLUSIVENESS AND CONNECTIVITY FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT. 

5. World Bank Group. (2018). Connecting for Inclusion: Broadband access for all. In World Bank. 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/digitaldevelopment/brief/connecting-for-inclusion-broadband-
access-for-all

https://www.un.org/ohrlls/news/connectivity-least-developed-countries-status-report-21
https://www.un.org/ohrlls/news/connectivity-least-developed-countries-status-report-21
https://www.imf.org/en/Blogs/Articles/2020/06/29/low-internet-access-driving-inequality
https://www.imf.org/en/Blogs/Articles/2020/06/29/low-internet-access-driving-inequality

